THE 


ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD'COMPANY 

IS NOW PREPARED TO SELL 4 

OVER TWO MILHOUS OF ACRES 

PRAIRIE, FARM"AND WOOD LAIS! 

Ill Tracts of Forty Acres or Upwards, to suit Purchasers, 

ON LONG CREDITS AND AT LOW RATES OF INTEREST. 

They were granted by the Government, to encourage the building of this Railroad, which runs from the 
extreme North to the extreme South of the State of Illinois. It passes from end to end, through the richest and most fertile Prairies of the 
State, dotted here and there with magnificent Oak Groves. The recent opening of nearly six hundred miles of this Railroad, throws open 
the lands for cultivation; they are scattered from one to 15 miles in width, on each side of it, throughout its entire length. 

The soil is a dark, rich mold, from one to five feet in depth, is gently rolling, and peculiarly fitted for grazing cattle and sheep, or the 
cultivation of wheat, Indian corn, etc. 

The first crop of Indian corn, planted on the newly broken Prairie, usually pays the cost of plowing, and sometimes fencing. Wheat 
sown on newly turned sod is sure to yield very large profits. One man with a plow and two yoke of oxen will break one and a half to two 
acres per day. Contracts can be made for breaking, ready for corn or wheat, at $2 to $2.50 per acre. By judicious .management, farms 
may be broken and fenced the first, and under a high slate of cultivation the second year. 

The larger yield on the cheap lands of Illinois, over the high-priced lands in the Eastern and Middle States, is known to be much more 
than sufficient to pay the difference of transportation to the eastern market. The rapid increase and growth of flourishing towns along the line 
of this road afford a growing home demand for farm produce. 

Coal and wood is delivered along the road at different points, from $1.50 to $4 the cord or ton. 

Parties having in view Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, or Minnesota, for their future homes, should take into 
consideration that the COUlltry west of the Mississippi is destitute of Railroads. That the conveniences of transporting 
grain and produce from farms on the line of the Illinois Central Railroad, direct to the great Eastern Markets, is sufficient of itself to repay 
the investment at from $10 to $15 per acre higher than in government lands in Iowa. In other words, that it costs s» much more to get 
produce from the interior of the country west of the Mississippi to the Eastern Market, that the farmer will find.it much more profitable to 
locate on the line of this Bailroad. 

?RICE AND TERMS OF PAYMENT. 

The price will vary from $5 to $25, according to location, quality, etc. Contracts for deeds may be 
made during tbe year 1855, stipulating the purchase money to be paid in five annual installments. The first to become due in two years 
from date of contract, the others annually thereafter. The last payment will become due at the end of the sixth year from date of contract. 

By the 22d Section of the act of the Legislature, approved 10th of February, 1851, tlicso lands are free from taxation until they are 
paid for, and a deed of conveyance granted to the purchaser. 


INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED AT ONLY-TWO PER CENT. PER ANNUM. 

As a security for the performance of the contract, the first two years’interest must be paid in advance, 

hut it must he understood that one-tentli of the land purchased shall yearly be brought under cultivation. Longer credits, at six per cent, 
per annum, may be negotiated by special application. 


The Great Advantage of Buying on a Tong Credit. 

Your Cash cau he used to the largest profit in making improvements! For instance : It will cost 
to break up and plant a crop of sod corn, about $3 per acre ; it should bring from $6 to $8 per acre. It will cost to break up and platyji^ 
crop of wheat, about $5 per acre; the yield should be from 15 to 25 bushels to the acre. Your money is thus more than doubled the mm 
year, if you use it in making improvements, as dborc stated, instead of paying down for the land. 

It is believed that the price, long credit, and low rate of interest charged for those lands, will enable a man with a few hundred dollars 
in cash, and ordinary industry, to make himself independent before all the purchase money becomes due. In tbe meantime the rapid 
settlement of tho country will probably have increased their value four or five fold. When required, an experienced person will accompany 
applicants to give information and aid in selecting lands. 


US?" Large Plats showing the precise location of the lands throughout the State, may be seen at the Office. Small pocket PiUts as a 
guide to any part of the Company's Lands, and Pamphlets containing interesting information, accompanied by numerous Letters from respeclrtolc 
Farmers throughout the State, may be had on application at the Office. 

Office of the Company. Ao. 59 VIichigan Avenue, Chicago. 

CHARLES M, DU FUY, Jr., 

Land Ajjent Ill. Cent. It. R* Co. 


For Interesting Letters from Illinois Farmers, see following Pages. 
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